


Cementitious Boards dry fit as fitted 

Cement and sand screed must be less than 75% relative humidity for floating engineered wood flooring & less 
than 65% relative humidity for full trowel applicated glue down of solid and or engineered.  

Calcium sulphate screeds must be fully cured either <65% RH or <55% for glue down alternatively, <0.5% 
determined using the calcium carbide (CM) method. Ensure any laitance or surface treatments are removed in 
accordance with the supplier’s instructions.  For more information, please refer to the ‘Subfloors for Wood Flooring 
and Remedial Work Advice’ section of our Technical Library, accessible on our website. 

Some screeds are modified and the strict instructions of those manufacturers for testing must be followed. 

Timber battens must have moisture content (MC) of no more than 12% Timber based softwood floorboards /
plywood  panels must be dry to within 2%M.C for wood flooring wider than 100mm maximum wood-based 
subfloor being no more than 12%M.C. For wood flooring less than 100mm 4%M.C is acceptable with maximum of 
12%M.C of wood-based  subfloors.  

Timber subfloors must be no more than 12%M.C. and our flooring should always be fully bonded with the SW 890 
adhesive unless it is a “click System”. All surfaces must be dust free, stable and mamanufactured to BS Standards. 

Fitting: 
All wood Flooring products should be fitted in accordance with BS8201:2011 which is the ‘Code of Practice for 
flooring of timber, timber products and wood-based panel products’.’. 

Normal manufacturing tolerance of 5% have been set to allow for de-selection of material if deemed unsuitable 
for the installation. An additional 3% allowance should be made for cutting or wastage to the net square meters 
required.    

If there are any other trades that need to work after the floor is fitted it must be protected properly. Do NOT use 
plastic coverings because they are not breathable and, in some cases, if exposed to sunlight can affect the floor. 
The correct method is to use a “Breathable Soft Membrane” then lay hardboard on top and fully tape the 
hardboard sheets together at the joints.  Do not apply tape to the wood floor. This should prevent any dust and 
particles contaminating the floor  underneath. The hardboard covering should be fully vacuumed prior to removal. 
If remedial works are being done on walls and there is plaster or cement dust, under no circumstances should 
water be used before fully vacuuming the floor. Cement and Plaster are corrosive materials and will damage any 
floor. If this type of protection is not installed and subsequent  damage occurs to the floor or finish then all 
warranties on our floors are null and void.  

Underfloor heating: If the boards are to be installed with under floor heating, please see the under-floor heating 
instruc-tions on our website and refer to BS8201:2011. You should only use engineered boards with underfloor 
heating and the  surface temperature must not exceed 27 degrees. If the surface temperature exceeds 27 degrees 
and any of the installation conditions are not met then we cannot validate the warranty our products.  

The installation of the flooring must be carried out according to our recommendations in the underfloor heating 
technical section, the most important aspects being that the underfloor heating system must be commissioned 
and working at full temperature to test the controls and then turned off so it is completely cold and left for 2 
days. The floor should then be installed and left for 72 hours before starting the underfloor heating system which 
must be gradually turned up by no more than 2 degrees a day. In addition, excessive sunlight and extreme 
temperature and humidity variations are not covered un-der any of our warranties especially where there is 
underfloor heating. At no time should any protective covering be left on the wood flooring when turning the 
underfloor heating back on. All covering must be removed and as much  ventilation as possible should be made 
available. Remember if you are comfortable in a room then the wood floor will be also “comfortable”.     
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